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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 10, 2010 

LPGA STATE FARM CLASSIC ANNOUNCES  
CHARITY RECIPIENTS FOR 35 th ANNIVERSARY 

TOURNAMENT 
 

Recipient list to include a record 17 organizations in 2010  

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The LPGA State Farm Classic today announced 17 charitable partners 
will benefit from funds raised at the 2010 tournament.  To date, the State Farm Classic has 
awarded more than $3 million to area charities.  The 35th anniversary tournament will be held at 
Panther Creek Country Club June 7-13.   

2010 charity partners include; Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Illinois Capital Region,  Central 
Illinois Foodbank, Inc., Contact Ministries, Girls Scouts of Central Illinois, Helping Hands of 
Springfield, Inc., The Hope Institute for Children & Families, Illinois CASA Association (on 
behalf of Macon, Peoria & Sangamon County CASA Programs), Inner City Mission, Memorial 
Medical Center – Stroke Prevention Program,  M.E.R.C.Y. Communities,  Mini O’Beirne Crisis 
Nursery, Sangamon Valley Youth Symphony, Sojourn Shelter & Services, Inc., SPARC, St. 
John’s Children’s Hospital, St. Jude’s Midwest Affiliate, United Cerebral Palsy – Land of 
Lincoln. 
 
“We received a record number of applications for assistance this year.  Our local charities have 
been challenged by a strained economy and still are in need of support to help the less fortunate 
in Central Illinois,” said Craig Gilson, Chairman of the 2010 Charities Review Committee.  “We 
are fortunate to be able to help make a significant impact in the lives of people right here in our 
community and look forward to working together with our 2010 charitable partners to help them 
make a difference.” 

 In 2009, the LPGA State Farm Classic contributed more than $207,000 to Central Illinois 
charities bringing the total contributions over the last 35 years to nearly $3.2 million.  The LPGA 
State Farm Classic continues to give to charitable organizations that provide critical services to 
women, children and Central Illinois families.  
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“The Foodbank is extremely grateful for being chosen as one of the LPGA State Farm Classic 
Charity recipients. Funding awarded through the Classic is used to distribute food to those at risk 
of hunger in our communities. Although hunger is with us 365 days a year, the unprecedented 
increase in need for food assistance this year makes us especially thankful for this partnership,” 
said Executive Director Pam Molitoris.  
�
“In a year when the state budget and other funding sources for charities are once again lacking, 
we appreciate the opportunity to become a State Farm Classic charitable partner,” Sojourn 
Shelter and Services Inc CEO Tami Silverman said. “The assistance we receive will help our 
clients and with necessary training and access to educational and employment resources that will 
increase their self sufficiency and help them get back on their feet.” 
 
Tickets for the LPGA State Farm Classic are now available online along with a variety of 
sponsorship and volunteer opportunities.  For more information, you can log onto 
www.LPGAStateFarmClassic.com or call the tournament office at (217) 787-5742. 

 

ABOUT THE CHARITIES 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Illinois Capitol Region:��Helps children reach their full potential 
through life changing, professionally supported one-to-one mentoring relationships. Our vision is 
to provide a Big Brother/Big Sister to every child who needs or wants one, contributing to better 
schools, brighter futures and stronger communities for all. Research shows that children matched 
with a Big Brother/Big Sister are more likely to improve their self-esteem, attitude towards school 
and ability to get along better with family members and peers and less likely to begin using 
alcohol and drugs and to skip school.  

Central Illinois Foodbank: Located in Springfield, the Central Illinois Foodbank serves 160 
agencies throughout 21 Central Illinois counties. The Foodbank collects and donates food and 
grocery items from growers, manufacturers, processors and wholesalers for distribution to 
charitable agencies serving people in need.  In addition, the organization hosts the Kid Café 
program, a nationwide program through Feeding America, formerly America’s Second Harvest: 
The Nation’s Foodbank Network that feeds children a hot, nutritious meal in a safe environment. 

Contact Ministries: An informational, referral and advocacy agency for the needy in Springfield.  
Contact Ministries helps the less fortunate acquire social services to keep them from falling 
through the cracks.  Contact Ministries also operates individual assessment, case management, 
tutoring, job counseling and mentoring, special programs and activities and other supportive 
services for the shelter residents. 

Girl Scouts of Central Illinois: Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and character 
who make the world a better place. Girl Scouts of Central Illinois provides girls the opportunity 
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to make new friends, take trips to exciting new places, try new things, develop leadership skills 
to last a lifetime, be the best they can be, and change the world one community at a time.  

 

Helping Hands of Springfield Inc.: Provides clients with the basic necessities: food, shelter, 
emergency assistance, rehabilitative programs, case management, employment, housing and life 
skills training to help those who are able to take steps to move themselves out of poverty and 
homelessness to lives of independence, self-respect and hope. Helping Hands also offers 
transitional housing for people who are formerly homeless, living in recovery, and employed. 

The Hope Institute for Children and Families: The Hope Institute for Children and Families is a 
nonprofit center providing educational, residential and health services to children ages 5-21 
with multiple developmental disabilities, including Autism Spectrum Disorders, and their 
families. For half a century The Hope Institute has been a voice for children with developmental 
disabilities.  Hope understands how to teach, support and care for children and their families 
who are impacted by severe developmental disabilities or emotional disturbances.  

Illinois Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) Association (on behalf of Macon, Peoria & 
Sangamon County CASA Programs):  Utilizes the skills of trained volunteers to advocate in the 
best interest of the abused and neglected children of Macon, Peoria and Sangamon Counties. 
These specially trained volunteers investigate every aspect of the child’s life and report their 
findings back to the judge to aid in determining the best interest of each child.  

Inner City Mission:�Provides shelter, support, education and Christian counseling to homeless 
children, their parents and single women while keeping Biblical truths about Godly 
righteousness before our culture, community, and fellow Christians. ICM provides safe housing, 
spiritual guidance, guidance, needs evaluation, savings program, clothing, household items and 
furnishings and community awareness. 

Memorial Medical Center – Stroke Prevention Program: This multi-media community education 
program is sponsored by the Memorial Medical Center Rehabilitation Center, one of only four 
facilities in the United States to receive a five-fold accreditation by the Commission on the 
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities. The Stroke Prevention program helps people spot 
symptoms of a stroke using the Face, Arms and Speech Test (F.A.S.T.) and directs patients to 
call 911 if they identify problems. The time saved could save one’s life or the life of a loved one.  

M.E.R.C.Y. Communities:  Provides housing and supportive services to foster the independence 
of Homeless and at-risk families. M.E.R.C.Y Communities empowers families to live in dignity 
and healthy independence. They provide families with safe, dignified housing in a spirit of 
compassion and respect, connect families with mentoring individuals and families from 
partnering churches and organizations, and guide families towards reaching their full potential 
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through the provision of intensive and holistic services. M.E.R.C.Y. also assists families in 
securing permanent housing and provides them with ongoing aftercare services and support.  

Mini O’Beirne Crisis Nursery: Works to prevent child abuse and neglect by providing emergency, 
temporary care, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, for children who may be at risk or whose parents are 
experiencing some type of crisis. 

Sangamon Valley Youth Symphony: The Sangamon Valley Youth Symphony was created by 
concerned parents, music teachers and musicians to keep a student orchestra program alive in 
this community. SVYS work to provide quality, diverse, rewarding and challenging musical 
experiences to its members, stimulate an interest in music and musical participation in young 
people of all levels and backgrounds and complement the music programs of their respective 
schools and communities by providing unique experiences to participating members.  

Sojourn Shelter & Services, Inc.: Works to build a community free of violence through service, 
leadership and education. Sojourn Shelter provides emergency shelter for victims of domestic 
violence and their children along with counseling and educational services; advocacy, 
information and support to the victims of domestic violence throughout both civil and criminal 
court proceedings; and education to the community, including professional training, domestic 
violence awareness and dynamics education, and prevention programs. 

Sparc: Helping individuals with developmental disabilities improve the quality of their lives, 
since 1951��Sparc supports children, adults, and seniors with developmental disabilities including 
autism, mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and other conditions that result in 
impairments similar to those caused by mental retardation and require similar services and 
intervention.�Sparc operates in 14 Community Integrated Living Arrangements (CILAs) serving 
several hundred people with developmental disabilities. 

St. John’s Children’s Hospital: Meets the health care needs of children and their families in 
central and southern Illinois through the provision of high quality, coordinated care of children 
with acute and chronic conditions with inpatient, ambulatory, and community-based programs. 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Midwest Affiliate: Located in Children’s Hospital of 
Illinois at OSF-Saint Francis Medical Center in Peoria.  This clinic is part of the internationally 
recognized organization that works to find cures and save children with cancer and other 
catastrophic diseases. Founded by late entertainer Danny Thomas and based in Memphis, Tenn., 
St. Jude freely shares its discoveries with scientific and medical communities around the world. 
No family ever pays for treatments not covered by insurance, and families without insurance are 
never asked to pay. St. Jude is financially supported by ALSAC, its fundraising organization. 
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United Cerebral Palsy, Land of Lincoln: A nonprofit agency dedicated to providing quality 
services, programs and advocacy to individuals with all types of disabilities. United Cerebral 
Palsy Land of Lincoln provides comprehensive services to over 1,200 infants, children and 
adults with disabilities in 27 counties throughout Central Illinois. Services include therapies, job 
training and placement, assistive technology, summer camps, residential support, day services, 
respite, case management, and advocacy. 
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MEDIA CONTACT: 
LPGA State Farm Classic      
Kate Peters, Executive Director 
Email: kate@lpgastatefarmclassic.com 
Phone: 217.787.5742 
Fax: 217,787.0378�
 


